[Ego identity and self-concept problems in children of psychotic parents. Results of a qualitative cross-sectional study].
In contrast to previous high-risk studies of children of parents suffering from psychosis a new approach to the difficulties of affected children will be tested, using the linguistic and narrative tools of biography studies. The transcribed texts of biographical interviews of affected children will be analysed linguistically and hermeneutically through "close reading". The linguistic and interpretative study of these texts will demonstrate the children's specific problem of identity-formation and their construction of reality and biography through the order of language (as shown by their uses of metonymy and metaphor). By using the method of biographical research a) the creative potential of patients and their children is exposed, b) a qualified view of mental illnesses can be reached in the field of symbolic practice.